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CORONARY ANGIOPLASTY
A CORONARY ANGIOPLASTY is used to treat a blocked (“stenosed”) coronary artery. First, the coronary angiogram is performed to assess the location and estimate the size of the blockage. Then a slender balloon-tipped tube (a catheter) is threaded from the groin to the area of blockage. The balloon is then inflated, compressing the plaque and widening the narrowed coronary artery that should allow blood to flow more easily.
